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nobody doubted that such was the case, and the world was
strangely scandalised to see the work appear after that docu-
ment had been pronounced to be a forgery. Many learned men
and friends of Baluze considered him so dishonoured by it, that
they broke off all relations with him, and this put the finishing
touch to the confusion of this affair.

On  Thursday, the 7th  of March, 1707, a strange  event
troubled the King, and filled the Court and the town with
rumours.    Beringhen, first master of the horse, left Versailles
at seven o'clock in the evening of that day, to go to Paris, alone
in one of the King's coaches, two of the royal footmen behind,
and a groom carrying a torch before him on the seventh horse.
The carriage had reached the plain of Bissancourt, and was
passing between a farm on the road near Sevres bridge and a
cabaret, called the " Dawn of Day," when, it was stopped by
fifteen or sixteen men on horseback, who seized on Beringhen,
hurried him into a post-chaise in waiting, and drove off with
him.   The King's carriage, with the coachman, footmen, and
groom, was allowed to go back to Versailles.    As soon as it
reached Versailles the King was informed of what had taken
place.   He sent immediately to his four Secretaries of State,
ordering them to send couriers everywhere to the frontiers, with
instructions to the governors to guard all the passages, so that
if these horsemen were foreign enemies, as was suspected, they
would be caught in attempting to pass out of the kingdom.    It
was known that a party of the enemy had entered Artois, that
they had committed no disorders, but that they were there still.
Although people found it  difficult, at  first, to believe that
Beringhen had been carried off by a party such as this, yet as
it was known that he had no enemies, that he was not reputed
sufficiently rich to afford hope of a large ransom, and that not
one of our wealthiest financiers had been seized in this manner,
this explanation was at last accepted as the right one.

So in fact it .proved. A certain Guetem, a fiddler of the
Elector of Bavaria, had entered the service of" Holland, had
taken part in the war against France, and had become a colonel.
Chatting one evening with his comrades, he laid a wager that